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CHAPTER 7—SOCIAL SECURITY 

SUBCHAPTER I—GRANTS TO STATES FOR OLD- 
AGE ASSISTANCE 

Sec. 

301. Authorization of appropriations. 
302. State old-age plans. 

(a) Contents. 

(b) Approval by Secretary. 

(c) Limitation on number of plans. 
303. Payments to States and certain terri-

tories; computation of amount; eligi-
bility of State to receive payment. 

(a) Computation of amounts. 

(b) Method of computing and pay-
ing amounts. 

304. Stopping payment on deviation from re-
quired provisions of plan or failure to 
comply therewith. 

305. Omitted. 
306. Definitions. 

SUBCHAPTER II—FEDERAL OLD-AGE, SUR-
VIVORS, AND DISABILITY INSURANCE BENE-
FITS 

401. Trust Funds. 

(a) Federal Old-Age and Survivors 
Insurance Trust Fund. 

(b) Federal Disability Insurance 
Trust Fund. 

(c) Board of Trustees; duties; re-
ports to Congress. 

(d) Investments. 

(e) Sale of acquired obligations. 

(f) Proceeds from sale or redemp-
tion of obligations; interest. 

(g) Payments into Treasury. 

(h) Benefit payments. 

(i) Gifts and bequests. 

(j) Travel expenses. 

(k) Experiment and demonstration 
project expenditures. 

(l) Interfund borrowing. 

(m) Accounting for unnegotiated 
benefit checks. 

401a. Omitted. 
402. Old-age and survivors insurance benefit 

payments. 

(a) Old-age insurance benefits. 

(b) Wife’s insurance benefits. 

(c) Husband’s insurance benefits. 

(d) Child’s insurance benefits. 

(e) Widow’s insurance benefits. 

(f) Widower’s insurance benefits. 

(g) Mother’s and father’s insurance 
benefits. 

(h) Parent’s insurance benefits. 

(i) Lump-sum death payments. 

(j) Application for monthly insur-
ance benefits. 

(k) Simultaneous entitlement to 
benefits. 

(l) Entitlement to survivor bene-
fits under railroad retirement 
provisions. 

(m) Repealed. 

(n) Termination of benefits upon 
deportation of primary bene-
ficiary. 

(o) Application for benefits by sur-
vivors of members and former 
members of uniformed serv-
ices. 

(p) Extension of period for filing 
proof of support and applica-
tions for lump-sum death pay-
ment. 

Sec. 

(q) Reduction of benefit amounts 
for certain beneficiaries. 

(r) Presumed filing of application 
by individuals eligible for old- 
age insurance benefits and for 
wife’s or husband’s insurance 
benefits. 

(s) Child over specified age to be 
disregarded for certain benefit 
purposes unless disabled. 

(t) Suspension of benefits of aliens 
who are outside United 
States; residency require-
ments for dependents and sur-
vivors. 

(u) Conviction of subversive activi-
ties, etc. 

(v) Waiver of benefits. 

(w) Increase in old-age insurance 
benefit amounts on account of 
delayed retirement. 

(x) Limitation on payments to pris-
oners and certain other in-
mates of publicly funded in-
stitutions. 

(y) Limitation on payments to 
aliens. 

403. Reduction of insurance benefits. 

(a) Maximum benefits. 

(b) Deductions on account of work. 

(c) Deductions on account of non-
covered work outside United 
States or failure to have child 
in care. 

(d) Deductions from dependent’s 
benefits on account of non-
covered work outside United 
States by old-age insurance 
beneficiary. 

(e) Occurrence of more than one 
event. 

(f) Months to which earnings are 
charged. 

(g) Penalty for failure to report 
certain events. 

(h) Report of earnings to Commis-
sioner. 

(i) Repealed. 

(j) Attainment of retirement age. 

(k) Noncovered remunerative activ-
ity outside United States. 

(l) Good cause for failure to make 
reports required. 

404. Overpayments and underpayments. 

(a) Procedure for adjustment or re-
covery. 

(b) No recovery from persons with-
out fault. 

(c) Nonliability of certifying and 
disbursing officers. 

(d) Payment to survivors or heirs 
when eligible person is de-
ceased. 

(e) Adjustments due to supple-
mental security income pay-
ments. 

(f) Collection of delinquent 
amounts. 

(g) Recovery of overpayment of 
supplemental security income 
benefits. 

405. Evidence, procedure, and certification 
for payments. 

(a) Rules and regulations; proce-
dures. 
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(b) Administrative determination 
of entitlement to benefits; 
findings of fact; hearings; in-
vestigations; evidentiary 
hearings in reconsiderations 
of disability benefit termi-
nations; subsequent applica-
tions. 

(c) Wage records. 

(d) Issuance of subpenas in admin-
istrative proceedings. 

(e) Judicial enforcement of subpe-
nas; contempt. 

(f) Repealed. 

(g) Judicial review. 

(h) Finality of Commissioner’s de-
cision. 

(i) Certification for payment. 

(j) Representative payees. 

(k) Payments to incompetents. 

(l) Delegation of powers and duties 
by Commissioner. 

(m) Repealed. 

(n) Joint payments. 

(o) Crediting of compensation 
under Railroad Retirement 
Act. 

(p) Special rules in case of Federal 
service. 

(q) Expedited benefit payments. 

(r) Use of death certificates to cor-
rect program information. 

(s) Notice requirements. 

(t) Same-day personal interviews 
at field offices in cases where 
time is of essence. 

(u) Redetermination of entitle-
ment. 

405a. Regulations pertaining to frequency or 
due dates of payments and reports 
under voluntary agreements covering 
State and local employees; effective 
date. 

406. Representation of claimants before Com-
missioner. 

(a) Recognition of representatives; 
fees for representation before 
Commissioner. 

(b) Fees for representation before 
court. 

(c) Notification of options for ob-
taining attorneys. 

(d) Assessment on attorneys. 
407. Assignment of benefits. 

(a) In general. 

(b) Amendment of section. 

(c) Withholding of taxes. 
408. Penalties. 

(a) In general. 

(b) Violations by certified payees. 

(c) Effect upon certification as 
payee; definitions. 

(d) Application of subsection (a)(6) 
and (7) to certain aliens. 

409. ‘‘Wages’’ defined. 

(a) In general. 

(b) Regulations providing exclu-
sions from term. 

(c) Individuals performing domes-
tic services. 

(d) Members of uniformed services. 

(e) Peace Corps volunteers. 

(f) Tips. 

(g) Members of religious orders. 

Sec. 

(h) Retired justices and judges. 

(i) Employer contributions under 
sections 401(k) and 414(h)(2) of 
Internal Revenue Code. 

(j) Amounts deferred under non-
qualified deferred compensa-
tion plans. 

(k) ‘‘National average wage index’’ 
and ‘‘deferred compensation 
amount’’ defined. 

410. Definitions relating to employment. 

(a) Employment. 

(b) Included and excluded service. 

(c) American vessel. 

(d) American aircraft. 

(e) American employer. 

(f) Agricultural labor. 

(g) Farm. 

(h) State. 

(i) United States. 

(j) Employee. 

(k) Covered transportation service. 

(l) Service in uniformed services. 

(m) Member of a uniformed service. 

(n) Crew leader. 

(o) Peace Corps volunteer service. 

(p) Medicare qualified government 
employment. 

(q) Treatment of real estate agents 
and direct sellers. 

(r) Service in employ of inter-
national organizations by cer-
tain transferred Federal em-
ployees. 

410a. Transferred. 
411. Definitions relating to self-employment. 

(a) Net earnings from self-employ-
ment. 

(b) Self-employment income. 

(c) Trade or business. 

(d) Partnership and partner. 
(e) Taxable year. 

(f) Partner’s taxable year ending 
as result of death. 

(g) Regular basis. 

(h) Option dealers and commodity 
dealers. 

(i) Church employee income. 

(j) Codification of treatment of 
certain termination payments 
received by former insurance 
salesmen. 

412. Self-employment income credited to cal-
endar years. 

413. Quarter and quarter of coverage. 

(a) Definitions. 

(b) Crediting of wages paid in 1937. 

(c) Alternative method for deter-
mining quarters of coverage 
with respect to wages in pe-
riod from 1937 to 1950. 

(d) Amount required for a quarter 
of coverage. 

414. Insured status for purposes of old-age 
and survivors insurance benefits. 

(a) ‘‘Fully insured individual’’ de-
fined. 

(b) ‘‘Currently insured individual’’ 
defined. 

415. Computation of primary insurance 
amount. 

(a) Primary insurance amount. 

(b) Average indexed monthly earn-
ings; average monthly wage. 
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(c) Application of prior provisions 
in certain cases. 

(d) Primary insurance amount 
under 1939 Act. 

(e) Certain wages and self-employ-
ment income not to be count-
ed. 

(f) Recomputation of benefits. 

(g) Rounding of benefits. 

(h) Service of certain Public Health 
Service Officers. 

(i) Cost-of-living increases in bene-
fits. 

416. Additional definitions. 

(a) Spouse; surviving spouse. 

(b) Wife. 

(c) Widow. 

(d) Divorced spouses; divorce. 

(e) Child. 

(f) Husband. 

(g) Widower. 

(h) Determination of family status. 

(i) Disability; period of disability. 

(j) Periods of limitation ending on 
nonwork days. 

(k) Waiver of nine-month require-
ment for widow, stepchild, or 
widower in case of accidental 
death or in case of serviceman 
dying in line of duty, or in 
case of remarriage to same in-
dividual. 

(l) Retirement age. 
417. Benefits for veterans. 

(a) Determination of benefits. 

(b) Determination of insurance 
status. 

(c) Filing proof of support. 

(d) Definitions. 

(e) Determination based on wages 
and self-employment. 

(f) Right to annuity; waiver. 

(g) Appropriation to trust funds. 

(h) Determination of veterans 
status. 

418. Voluntary agreements for coverage of 
State and local employees. 

(a) Purpose of agreement. 

(b) Definitions. 

(c) Services covered. 

(d) Positions covered by retirement 
systems. 

(e) Effective date of agreement; 
retroactive coverage. 

(f) Duration of agreement. 

(g) Instrumentalities of two or 
more States. 

(h) Delegation of functions. 

(i) Wisconsin Retirement Fund. 

(j) Certain positions no longer cov-
ered by retirement systems. 

(k) Certain employees of State of 
Utah. 

(l) Policemen and firemen in cer-
tain States. 

(m) Positions compensated solely 
on a fee basis. 

(n) Optional medicare coverage of 
current employees. 

419. Repealed. 
420. Disability provisions inapplicable if ben-

efit rights impaired. 
421. Disability determinations. 

(a) State agencies. 

Sec. 

(b) Determinations by Commis-
sioner. 

(c) Review of determination by 
Commissioner. 

(d) Hearings and judicial review. 

(e) State’s right to cost from Trust 
Funds. 

(f) Use of funds. 

(g) Regulations governing deter-
minations in certain cases. 

(h) Evaluation of mental impair-
ments by qualified medical 
professionals. 

(i) Review of disability cases to de-
termine continuing eligi-
bility; permanent disability 
cases; appropriate number of 
cases reviewed; reporting re-
quirements. 

(j) Rules and regulations; consult-
ative examinations. 

(k) Establishment of uniform 
standards for determination 
of disability. 

(l) Special notice to blind individ-
uals with respect to hearings 
and other official actions. 

(m) Work activity as basis for re-
view. 

422. Rehabilitation services. 

(a), (b) Repealed. 

(c) ‘‘Period of trial work’’ defined. 

(d) Cost of rehabilitation services 
from trust funds. 

(e) Treatment referrals for individ-
uals with alcoholism or drug 
addiction condition. 

423. Disability insurance benefit payments. 

(a) Disability insurance benefits. 

(b) Filing application. 

(c) Definitions; insured status; 
waiting period. 

(d) ‘‘Disability’’ defined. 

(e) Engaging in substantial gainful 
activity. 

(f) Standard of review for termi-
nation of disability benefits. 

(g) Continued payment of disability 
benefits during appeal. 

(h) Interim benefits in cases of de-
layed final decisions. 

(i) Reinstatement of entitlement. 

(j) Limitation on payments to pris-
oners. 

424. Repealed. 
424a. Reduction of disability benefits. 

(a) Conditions for reduction; com-
putation. 

(b) Reduction where benefits pay-
able on other than monthly 
basis. 

(c) Reductions and deductions 
under other provisions. 

(d) Exception. 

(e) Conditions for payment. 

(f) Redetermination of reduction. 

(g) Proportionate reduction; appli-
cation of excess. 

(h) Furnishing of information. 
425. Additional rules relating to benefits 

based on disability. 

(a) Suspension of benefits. 

(b) Continued payments during re-
habilitation program. 

426. Entitlement to hospital insurance bene-
fits. 
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(a) Individuals over 65 years. 

(b) Individuals under 65 years. 

(c) Conditions. 

(d) ‘‘Qualified railroad retirement 
beneficiary’’ defined. 

(e) Benefits for widows and widow-
ers. 

(f) Medicare waiting period for re-
cipients of disability benefits. 

(g) Information regarding eligi-
bility of Federal employees. 

(h) Waiver of waiting period for in-
dividuals with ALS. 

(i) Continuing eligibility of certain 
terminated individuals. 

(j) Certain uninsured individuals. 
426–1. End stage renal disease program. 

(a) Entitlement to benefits. 

(b) Duration of period of entitle-
ment. 

(c) Individuals participating in 
self-care dialysis training pro-
grams; kidney transplant fail-
ures; resumption of previously 
terminated regular course of 
dialysis. 

(c) Continuing eligibility of certain 
terminated individuals. 

426a. Transitional provision on eligibility of 
uninsured individuals for hospital in-
surance benefits. 

(a) Entitlement to benefits. 

(b) Persons ineligible. 

(c) Authorization of appropria-
tions. 

427. Transitional insured status for purposes 
of old-age and survivors benefits. 

(a) Determination of entitlement 
to benefits under section 
402(a) to (c) of this title. 

(b) Determination of entitlement 
to surviving spouse’s benefits 
under section 402(e) or (f) of 
this title. 

(c) Deceased individual entitled to 
benefits by reason of sub-
section (a) deemed to meet re-
quirements of subsection (b). 

428. Benefits at age 72 for certain uninsured 
individuals. 

(a) Eligibility. 

(b) Amount of benefits. 

(c) Reduction for government pen-
sion system benefits. 

(d) Suspension for months in which 
cash payments are made 
under public assistance or in 
which supplemental security 
income benefits are payable. 

(e) Suspension where individual is 
residing outside United 
States. 

(f) Treatment as monthly insur-
ance benefits. 

(g) Annual reimbursement of Fed-
eral Old-Age and Survivors In-
surance Trust Fund. 

(h) Definitions. 
429. Benefits in case of members of uniformed 

services. 
430. Adjustment of contribution and benefit 

base. 

(a) Determination and publication 
by Commissioner in Federal 
Register subsequent to cost- 
of-living benefit increase; ef-
fective date. 

Sec. 

(b) Determination of amount. 

(c) Amount of base for period prior 
to initial cost-of-living bene-
fit increase. 

(d) Determinations for calendar 
years after 1976 for purposes 
of retirement benefit plans. 

431. Benefits for certain individuals interned 
by United States during World War II. 

(a) ‘‘Internee’’ defined. 

(b) Applicability in determining 
entitlement to and amount of 
monthly benefits and lump- 
sum death payments, and pe-
riod of disability; effect of 
payment of benefits by other 
agency or instrumentality of 
United States. 

(c) Authorization of appropria-
tions. 

432. Processing of tax data. 
433. International agreements. 

(a) Purpose of agreement. 

(b) Definitions. 

(c) Crediting periods of coverage; 
conditions of payment of ben-
efits. 

(d) Regulations. 

(e) Reports to Congress; effective 
date of agreements. 

434. Demonstration project authority. 

(a) Authority. 

(b) Requirements. 

(c) Authority to waive compliance 
with benefits requirements. 

(d) Reports. 

SUBCHAPTER III—GRANTS TO STATES FOR UN-
EMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION ADMINISTRA-
TION 

501. Use of available funds. 
502. Payments to States; computation of 

amounts. 

(a) Certification of amounts. 

(b) Payment of amounts. 

(c) Mailing costs. 
503. State laws. 

(a) Provisions required. 

(b) Failure to comply; payments 
stopped. 

(c) Denial of certification; avail-
ability of records to Railroad 
Retirement Board; coopera-
tion with Federal agencies. 

(d) Disclosure of unemployment 
compensation information; 
deduction and withholding of 
amounts owed to State food 
stamp agencies; reimburse-
ment of administrative costs; 
non-compliance of State agen-
cy. 

(e) Disclosure of wage information; 
non-compliance of State agen-
cy. 

(f) Income and eligibility verifica-
tion system. 

(g) Recovery of unemployment ben-
efit payments. 

(h) Disclosure to Secretary of 
Health and Human Services of 
wage and unemployment com-
pensation claims information; 
suspension by Secretary of 
Labor of payments to State 
for noncompliance. 
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(i) Access to State employment 
records. 

(j) Worker profiling. 
504. Judicial review. 

(a) Finding by Secretary of Labor; 
petition for review; filing of 
record. 

(b) Findings of fact by Secretary of 
Labor; new or modified find-
ings. 

(c) Affirmance or setting aside of 
Secretary’s action; review by 
Supreme Court. 

(d) Stay of Secretary’s action. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—GRANTS TO STATES FOR AID 
AND SERVICES TO NEEDY FAMILIES WITH 
CHILDREN AND FOR CHILD-WELFARE SERV-
ICES 

PART A—BLOCK GRANTS TO STATES FOR TEMPORARY 
ASSISTANCE FOR NEEDY FAMILIES 

601. Purpose. 

(a) In general. 

(b) No individual entitlement. 
602. Eligible States; State plan. 

(a) In general. 

(b) Plan amendments. 

(c) Public availability of State 
plan summary. 

603. Grants to States. 

(a) Grants. 

(b) Contingency Fund. 
603a. Transferred. 
604. Use of grants. 

(a) General rules. 

(b) Limitation on use of grant for 
administrative purposes. 

(c) Authority to treat interstate 
immigrants under rules of 
former State. 

(d) Authority to use portion of 
grant for other purposes. 

(e) Authority to reserve certain 
amounts for assistance. 

(f) Authority to operate employ-
ment placement program. 

(g) Implementation of electronic 
benefit transfer system. 

(h) Use of funds for individual de-
velopment accounts. 

(i) Sanction welfare recipients for 
failing to ensure that minor 
dependent children attend 
school. 

(j) Requirement for high school di-
ploma or equivalent. 

(k) Limitations on use of grant for 
matching under certain Fed-
eral transportation program. 

604a. Services provided by charitable, reli-
gious, or private organizations. 

(a) In general. 

(b) Religious organizations. 

(c) Nondiscrimination against reli-
gious organizations. 

(d) Religious character and free-
dom. 

(e) Rights of beneficiaries of assist-
ance. 

(f) Employment practices. 

(g) Nondiscrimination against 
beneficiaries. 

(h) Fiscal accountability. 

(i) Compliance. 

Sec. 

(j) Limitations on use of funds for 
certain purposes. 

(k) Preemption. 
605. Administrative provisions. 

(a) Quarterly. 

(b) Notification. 

(c) Computation and certification 
of payments to States. 

(d) Payment method. 
606. Federal loans for State welfare pro-

grams. 

(a) Loan authority. 

(b) Rate of interest. 

(c) Use of loan. 

(d) Limitation on total amount of 
loans to State. 

(e) Limitation on total amount of 
outstanding loans. 

(f) Appropriation. 
607. Mandatory work requirements. 

(a) Participation rate require-
ments. 

(b) Calculation of participation 
rates. 

(c) Engaged in work. 

(d) ‘‘Work activities’’ defined. 

(e) Penalties against individuals. 

(f) Nondisplacement in work ac-
tivities. 

(g) Sense of Congress. 

(h) Sense of Congress that States 
should impose certain require-
ments on noncustodial, non-
supporting minor parents. 

(i) Review of implementation of 
State work programs. 

608. Prohibitions; requirements. 

(a) In general. 

(b) Individual responsibility plans. 

(c) Sanctions against recipients 
not considered wage reduc-
tions. 

(d) Nondiscrimination provisions. 

(e) Special rules relating to treat-
ment of certain aliens. 

(f) Special rules relating to treat-
ment of non-213A aliens. 

(g) State required to provide cer-
tain information. 

608a. Fraud under means-tested welfare and 
public assistance programs. 

(a) In general. 

(b) Welfare or public assistance 
programs for which Federal 
funds are appropriated. 

609. Penalties. 

(a) In general. 

(b) Reasonable cause exception. 

(c) Corrective compliance plan. 

(d) Limitation on amount of pen-
alties. 

610. Appeal of adverse decision. 

(a) In general. 

(b) Administrative review. 

(c) Judicial review of adverse deci-
sion. 

611. Data collection and reporting. 

(a) Quarterly reports by States. 

(b) Annual reports to Congress by 
Secretary. 

611a. State required to provide certain infor-
mation. 

612. Direct funding and administration by In-
dian tribes. 
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